United States Patent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMME1 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/682,002 


39943 


10/09/2003 


7590 


09/22/2005 


PHILIP G. MEYERS LAW OFFICE 
1009 LONG PRAIRIE ROAD, SUITE 300 
FLOWER MOUND, TX 75022 


Hung Dao 


18525-0792 


7735 


EXAMINER 


GURZO, PAULM 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


2881 

DATE MAILED: 09/22/2005 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 


Office Action Summary 

Application No. 

10/682,002 

Applicant(s) 

DAO, HUNG 

Examiner 

Paul Gurzo 

Art Unit 

2881 



~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flores et al. (2003/0136920). 

Regarding claim 1,11, and 16-18, 920 teaches a drop box for receiving mail 
pieces for collection and delivery by a postal service comprising an enclosure (30) having 
a slot sized for receiving.mail pieces, a feeder (24) positioned inside the drop box for 
engaging and conveying mail pieces inserted into the slot, a detection device (16) 
disposed for measuring a physical property of a mail piece engaged by the feeder, which 
property is associated with potential contamination of the mail piece (paragraph 0033 - 
paragraph 0039 and Fig. 1). 920 also teaches a means for sterilizing the mail pieces 
(paragraph 0062). 920 does not explicitly teach a control system operable to take an 
action when a potentially contaminated mail piece is detected by the detection device. 
However, they teach an analyzing sub-system (14) that indicates that if a mail item 
contains potentially hazardous materials, the mail item is diverted from the transport 
stream of the transport system (22) by diverging mechanism (26) (paragraph 0040). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take an action when a potentially contaminated mail piece is 
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detected to ensure that the mail item is removed, thereby rendering the rest of the mail 
safe for handling. 

Regarding claims 2-6 and 12, 920 teaches the diverging mechanism (26) and it 
will remove the mail from the incoming stream, achieving much the same result as 
reversing the feeder. A sensing means must exist in relation to the feeder because the 
feeder operates once it receives mail from the trays. 920 also teaches the use of an alarm 
signal (paragraph 0058). 

Regarding claims 7-10, the detection device measures a physical property of the 
mail (paragraph 0033) and an algorithm is used to indicate potentially contaminated mail 
(paragraph 0010). 920 teaches a door (430) for closing the slot and a lock (460) for 
securing the door (paragraph 0041-0042 and Fig. 6 A and 6B). 920 teaches the use of an 
alarm signal (paragraph 0058) and a means for capturing and recording an image of the 
individual mail pieces (paragraph 0052). 

Regarding claims 13-15, 920 teaches the use of X-rays, lasers, and other means 
for sterilization (paragraph 001 1) and it is well known in the art that lasers produce 
electromagnetic radiation. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, 920 teaches the use of an alarm signal (paragraph 
0058) and the X-rays or laser sources will act to sterilize the interior of the drop box and 
its contents. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Pavie (4,601,396) 
Takeda (6,627,540) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Gurzo whose telephone number is (571) 272-2472. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Lee can be reached at (571) 272-2477. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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